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EASTER 


© grave, which doth so silent 
stay 

Amid the sunshine of this day, 

For one we loved hath crossed 
the span 

And entered in another land, 

A land of beautiful leafy bowers, 

Where perpetually bloom the 
prettiest flowers: 

No tears, nor pain, nor open 
graves; 

No more to sin will men be 
slaves; 

No huts, nor shacks, the Word 
doth declare; 

Only mansions will you e’er find 
there. 

Perhaps on the corner of Glory 
Square 

You’ll find dear mother a mil- 
lionaire. 

No wonder the grave is silent 
Easter day, 

For the victim there hath fled 
away; 

Surely the victory of death hath 
gone 

To all of whom are spiritually 
reborn. 

So ever bask in His marvelous 
love, 

Showered so freely from heaven 
above. 

’Tis yours now, if on Him you 
call, 

Grace to overcome and not to 
fall; 

Easter means all for you and I, 

A chance to live and never die. 

F. D, CAREY 
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“COME, SEE THE PLACE 
WHERE THE LORD LAY” 


MATT. 28:6 


of care 


pain! 


rain! 


pray 


where calls, 
lay.” 
falls, 


away! 


O wretch:d days—Life’s tangled threads 
Wind round the heart like cords of mortal 


While unbelief bars every road to prayer, 
And shelters not our soul from storm and 


That inward hurt we carry all the day. 
Our loved ones never seem to understand— 
The dearest friend—a million miles away— 
Has never time to lend a helping hand. 


Like Mary, at the end of Sabbath Day— 
We tread the lonely road of self-denial 
To stand outside the covered tomb and 


And smote upon our aching breast awhile. 


When lo, a still small voice from some- 
“Come, see the empty place where Jesus 
Then sweet and glorious peace around us 


For angel hands have rolled the stone 


—R. W. Cothern. 


CHRIST AROSE 
By VERA BALDREE 


Oh, how tragic! Oh, how cruel! 
As the maddened mob moves on, 
O’er the rocks and stones unheeded 
To the summit bare and lone. 
I see a central figure; stumbling, He falls. 
I hear Him speaking; He calls. 
’Tis Jesus, the guiltless Nazarene. 
They scourge Him; they beat Him. ’Tis 
seen 
He’s bearing a cross on bended back; 
It seems all is loss, as I follow the track. 


Oh, how cruel! How unjust! 

As they reach the summit’s brow, 
They bind Him, and they nail Him 

To the rugged cross somehow. ~ 
I hear Him groaning, praying; He cries; 
ey ~ pee trembles; it darkens; He 

es. 

He is taken and put away, 

In a sepulchre, guarded night and day. 
’Tis the third day now; the rock is rolled 


away. 
Upon it sits an angel, in shining array. 


I see some women slowly coming 
Toward this very sacred spot, 
But they do not know in coming 
That they’ll find their Saviour, not. 
They view the open cave, unbarred; 
They see the troubled face of every guard. 
The angel listens to them speak, 
And calmly asks them, “Whom ao you 
seek? 
The Christ is risen, just as He said.” 
They run to the city, the good news to 
spread. 


He appeared to His chosen, His followers 
rue; 
He gave them a message for me and for 
He said He was going to prepare mansions 
For all who would trust Him and follow 
aright, 
His resurrection then means life, 
After years of toil and strife, 


Life—throughout eternity, 
Life—for you and life for me. a 
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The Resurrection 


By MRS. W. G. TILSON (JANE ROGERS), Cleveland, Tenn. 


“Now upon the first day of the week, very 
early in the morning, they came unto the 
sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had 
prepared, and certain others with them. And 
they found the stone rolled away from the 
sepulchre. And they entered in, and found 
not the body of the Lord Jesus,”’ Luke 24:1-3. 

John says this was very early while it was 
yet dark, on the first Easter morning. Oh, 
glorious morning for the Christian world! and 
not only for the Christians, but it can be 
glorious for the whole world. I love to think 
of those precious women, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary, the mother of James 
and Salome, coming to show their love for 
their beloved dead. As they walked along, 
their hearts were heavy because their beloved 
Friend and loved one had been cruelly mur- 
dered by the Roman soldiers three days be- 
fore. Even though He had told them, they 
had, in some way, failed to grasp the full 
significance of His words that He was to 
be crucified and would rise again the third 
day. They failed to see the beauty of this 
first Easter morning then, for sorrow of 
heart. The flowers were blooming, bright and 
beautiful; the grass shone as with a silver 
spray of diamonds; the shrubs and trees were 
beautiful, with their new coat of g-een tender 
leaves. But those precious hearts, torn with 
grief and pain, were so intent on their mis- 
sion of love, bringing sweet spices to anoint 
His precious body, that they failed to see 
all the beauties of this wonderful morning. 

When they came to the sepulchre, they 
were astonished. Someone had been there be- 
fore them. Someone had come and stolen 
away their Lord. What a tagedy! Could 
someone of the Roman law have moved Him? 
What had become of their Lord? Questions 
raced through their minds in an instant of 
time, but only for an instant, for when they 
stooped down and looked into the sepulchre, 
they saw two angels sitting, the one at the 
head and the other at the foot, where the 


body of Jesus had laid. They were afraid, 
but the angels said to them, 
ye the living among the dead? He is not here, 
but is risen: remember how he spake unto 
you when he was yet in Galilee, saying, The 
Son of man must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, and be cruciied, and the 
third day rise again.” Then they remembered 
His words, and returned and told the dis- 
ciples. Peter and John ran to the sepulchre, 
went in and saw, then believed. They re- 
turned again to their house, but Mary stood 
outside at the sepulch e weeping, and the 
angels said unto her, “Woman, why weep- 
est thou?” And she said, 
taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid him.” At this time she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing and knew 
not that it was Jesus. “Jesus saith unto he’, 
Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest 
thou?” 

Jesus knew her and knew whom she was 
seeking, but He wanted her to speak and un- 
burden her heart. When she did, He made 
Himself known to her. She failed, in her grief, 
to recognize Him until He spoke her name, 
“Mary.” She supposed Him to be the garden- 
er or the ca-etaker; but when she heard that 
blessed voice speak her name, all the fear, 
all the torture, all the agony of the pas 
few days vanished for Mary. She fell at His 
feet, bathing them in her tears, and drying 
them with her hair. 

Then and there, Easter dawned for the 
Marys, and as they hur ied away with that 
sweet message of the resurrection, their 
hearts sang His praises of joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. Every bird sang His praise; 
every blade of grass, with its litt’e silvery 
diamond of dew, bespoke His glory; every 
t-ee clapped its hands for sheer JOY. because 
the Son of God had risen from 
“His promises were true; He told us He would 


didn’t understand Him,” eo 6 
(Continued on page 15) e not 


“Why seek 


“Because they have 


he dead. 


rise, but we just 
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Editorials 








) HE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST JESUS AND ITS 


INFALLIBLE PROOF 
(As reported by Luke and John) 


1. LUKE REPORTS. Luke 24:1-12, “Now upon the first day of the 
week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, 
bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others 
with them. And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 
And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. 

nd it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, be- 

ld, two men stood by them in shining garments: and as they 
: ere afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto 
them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in 
Galilee, saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men, and be crucified and the third day rise again. And they 
remembered the words, and returned from the sepulchre, and told 
all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest. It was Mary 
Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other 
women that were with them, which told these things unto the 
apostles. And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they 
believed them not. Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and 
stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and 
departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.” 

Three days ago the sun refused to shine, and there 
was a world-wide earthquake, because a heinous crime 
had been committed. The rabble mob of blood-thirsty 
Jews had successfully contrived to have Jesus crucified 
between two thieves. 

Yes, it was necessary that the offence come—that Jesus 
Christ be put to death—but it was, and still is, woe to 
that man and those men by whom it came. 

The Jews asked that His blood be upon them and their 
children, and their request was granted. The blood of 
Jesus upon their heads is a curse to them, and very few 
accept His blood upon their souls in saving power. 

We should do both the scripture and the faithful women 
an injustice were we not to consider at least three prob- 
lems they confronted. Problem No. 1, “The stone.” Prob- 

m No. 2, “The Hebrew seal.” Problem No. 3, “The Roman 
ard.” These three problems are easily applicable to, and 
ical of, problems that each of us face as Christians 
today. 
So far as the kindhearted women knew, the Lord Jesus 
was still cold in death within the confines of the sealed 
tomb. But He wasn’t! Christ Jesus had said He came to 
fufill the prophecies. As we take an inventory of His life 
and ministry, it is easy to see He had done that with 
perfect regularity and timing. 

In respect to His burial, we hear the great Messianic 
prophet Isaiah say, seven hundred years prior to this 
time, “He made his grave with the wicked, and with the 
rich in his death.” Joseph of Arimathea, a “rich” man, 
furnished the tomb in which Jesus was buried. All about 
Him there were the bodies of men and women who had 
died in their sins. Thus, He was with the wicked dead as 
He had been put to death by the wicked living. 

Then Jesus Himself had prophesied that as Jonas was 
three days and nights in the fish’s belly, so He would be 
three days and nights in the heart of the earth. He told 
His disciples several times that He would rise again the 
third day, but they had not comprehended the possibility 
of such a miracle. In the first place, they were not able 
to conceive the idea of their Lord Jesus dying, when He 
had power to heal every sickness and disease to be thought 
of, and even to raise people from death. 

2 JOHN REPORTS. John 20:19-29, “Then the same day at evening, 
being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where 
the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and 
stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. And 
, en he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. 

f en were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said 
a us to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, 
ven so send I you. And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them, and saith unto them. Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose soever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them: and whose soever sins ye 
retain, they are retained. But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 
Didymus, was got with them when Jesus came. The other disciples 
therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto 
them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and 
put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
his side, I will not believe. And after eight days again his disciples 
were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 
Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
ands: and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side; and 


@: not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto 
him, My Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because 
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thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed.” 

John here very beautifully describes the incidents of 
the first few days of the post-resurrection period. He first 
acquaints us with the melancholy plight of the disciples 
following the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus. Their hopes 
had not only been blasted and blighted, but they were 
in mortal terror from fear of the Jews. They had gone 
into hiding. Just where they were at this time, that is, 
in what house, we do not know. They could have been 
in the same house where they had observed the Lord’s 
Supper. Wherever they were, the extent of their fear is 
signified by the fact that the doors were shut, evidently 
meaning barred or locked. They had received the report 
from the women concerning the empty tomb, and they 
had also received Magdalene’s personal message from the 
Lord Jesus to them; but that had not eliminated their 
fear, neither had it established beyond doubt their faith 
in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. It would not be 
unreasonable to suppose that they were discussing the 
pros and cons of the resurrection rumor, and sympathiz- 
ing with themselves over what their plight was in view 
of the fact that their Master had been taken away from 
them and their future ambitions paralyzed, when sud- 
denly, without a knock at the door or a tap on a window, 
the Lord Jesus appeared in their midst and stood before 
them, giving divine greetings that they had heard Him 
give many, many times. Indeed, they were astounded and 
their emotions mixed with fear and joy, but the Lord 
Jesus understood their dilemma and proceeded to con- 
vince them by eating food before them. Then, He took 
the role of their Master again in that He reminded them 
of His oft-repeated statement that His Father had sent 
Him and that He was working for His Father. He con- 
cluded by pointing out their mission and its importance 
in that they were to be His messengers, as sent by Him, 
as He was sent by His Father. No one is eligible to go 
forth on a mission for Christ until He has a divine revela- 
tion of Him and has become a recipient of that peace of 
mind and heart that He alone can give, as well as the 
vitalizing spiritual energy that is imparted only as He 
breathes upon the child of God. The ministers of the 
Church of the living God today have as much authority 
and are under the same obligation to carry out the 
mission of Christ and the Church as these first disciples. 
Christ’s profound interest in individuals, as well as groups, 
is proved here by His second appearance to convince 
Thomas, who felt that since Jesus had appeared to others 
personally, he should also see Him for himself before ac- 
cepting the fact that He was actually resurrected. It is 
possible that in discussing Thomas and calling him 
“Doubting Thomas,” we do not show him as much respect 
and appreciation as the Lord Jesus knew he deserved. 
One thing about it, Thomas was convinced when he saw 
the Lord Jesus, then and for all time. 


HOW LONG WAS JESUS IN THE GRAVE? 
Dear Sister: 

Your letter requesting information as to what day Jesus 
was buried and what day He was resurrected, came a few 
days ago. 

May I state that there are many theories about this. 
Some argue that He was crucified on Wednesday, others 
that He was crucified on Thursday, and some that He 
was crucified on Friday. It is my opinion that the latter 
day is correct. It is not necessary to understand that 
Christ’s body was in the tomb three full days and nights. 
In fact, if that were true, the resurrection would neces- 
sarily have been on the fourth day and not on the third 
day, as Jesus declared it would be (Matt. 16:21; Luke 9:22; 
24:7, 46). One must keep in mind that the time is simply 
stated in round numbers, according to common usage; 
that is, a part of the day is counted for the whole in 
stating a period of time (see Matt. 27:63, 64 and Esther 
4:16; 5:1). Also, Paul declares that Jesus arose the third 
day, and not after the third day (1 Cor. 15:4). The effort 
some put forth to prove the crucifixion earlier than Friday 
appears to be completely without sufficient foundation. 
Christ was taken to the mock trial about 6 a. m., crucified 
about 9 a. m., and died, it is thought, about 3 p. m., making 
about 6 hours in all that He was on the cross, and, of 
course, He was buried soon after He died. 
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Life’s Consummation 





Rev. JOSEPH L. MILLIGAN, Pastor, Bonne Terre, Missouri 


* 
Text: 1 John 3:2, “...it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be.” 


The writer is 
aware of the mis- 
application of the 
text, and agrees 
that it has been 
wrested from its 
true setting and 
meaning. Yet, I 
feel that to apply 
these pungent 
words to the ter- 
mination of life is 
very appropriate, 
for certainly “it 
doth not yet ap- 
pear what we shall 
be.” Many have 
started their ca- 
reers surrounded 
by promising cir- 
cumstances. It was 
difficult to believe 
that their lives 
would be anything 
but extremely pros- 
perous and bene- 
ficial to their gen- 
eration, as well as 

. those to _ follow. 
Their skies were 
flamboyant; their 
cheeks, rubicund; 
their character, in- 
disputably honor- 

: able; their traits, 
commendable; their integrity, unques- 
tioned; their ambitions, plans, and 
aspirations, admirable. BUT, like a 
bolt of lightning from clear skies, 
they made shipwreck and were even- 
tually cast as a piece of worthless, 
obnoxious, human wreckage on the 
shores of the sea of time. Immeasur- 
ably tragic, incalculably pitiable, in- 
describably sorrowful, but pathetical- 
ly true! Certainly, “truth is stranger 
than fiction.” 

A group of intrepid explorers were 
penetrating the barren Arctic. regions 
of the far North when they came upon 
a startling scene. It was a skeleton 
that was found in a sitting position 
at the root of a tree, and up above 
his head was carved in the tree a 
finger pointing to these words: “THIS 
IS THE END OF THE TRAIL.” The 
poor, dying fellow, with his goal un- 
reached and his ambition unrealized, 
had come thus far and could go no 
farther, and so he carved this heart- 
rending statement and sat down and 
died. Plans thwarted, hopes blasted, 
aspirations strangled, ideals blighted, 
he came to the END OF THE TRAIL 
MANY HAVE BEEN THE YOUNG MEN 
AND WOMEN WHO HAVE STARTED 
OUT WITH HIGH HOPES OF AT- 
TAINMENT, BUT WITH FRUSTRAT- 
ED PLANS HAVE LAID A WEARY 
HEAD ON THE COLD MARBLE PIL- 
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LOW OF THE SEPULCHRE, SICK, 
TIRED, DISGUSTED, DIZZY, SWOON- 
ING, NAUSEATED, EXHAUSTED IN 
THE BATTLE OF LIFE. 

As I have gone down through the 
land preaching these “unsearchable 
riches,” I have found many men who, 
at the age of 50, have settled down 
to a MECHANICAL life. As another 
has said, “Timber is sold when it be- 
gins to die at the top”; so it ap- 
pears that when a man loses hope and 
a will to live and fight, he has sold 
himself down the river of despair. It 
is noticeably true that when the emo- 
tional drive of youth has waned, inter- 
est is hard to arouse, and a sort of 
cloudy mist settles over life, hiding 
the sunlight and disseminating gloom- 
iness and solitariness. People often 
then lose all desire and taste for dress, 
customs, fads, fashions, and sociability. 
Were it not for their DUTY to so- 
ciety and their community and, MOST 
OF ALL, their family, they would 
quit. But through a sense of RESPON- 
SIBILITY, they labor on grudgingly 
and mechanically. When bereave- 
ments, sufferings, sicknesses, disap- 
pointments have rolled over a man for 
fifty years, and the rapier of pain has 
thrust him through like a razor year 
after year, he is crushed, discouraged, 
and, many times, hopeless. Such 
should not be true. How differently 
God has planned it! NEVER WAS A 
MAN CREATED TO BE A FAILURE! 
A childlike enthusiasm should fill our 
breasts and make our hearts to pal- 
pitate with anxiety as we near the 
long-awaited and  long-worked-for 
shores of eternity. 

Life is so very brief. I profoundly 
feel that if we were fully aware of the 
BREVITY of life and the BIGNESS 
of an unending eternity, we would 
live far differently. Our decisions in 
vital matters would be far different. 
Our outlook, attitude, and aspect would 
be vastly changed, perhaps. One would 
think that for a man to simply think 
of the boundless reaches of eternity 
would be sufficient to make him live 
right and fear God, but, unfortunate- 
ly, it doesn’t. I am ready to confess 
that this world, with its cheap osten- 
tatious parade of false beauty, often 
proves to be very distracting, distort- 
ing, and disconcerting to the souls of 
men. I am reminded of a trip I made 
once by rail down through the rolling 
hills of Kentucky. I was dressed in a 
Navy uniform, and the train was 
crowded with servicemen on furlough 
and en route to new assignments. I 
pressed my way through the crowd and 
out on a little porch on the rear of 
the observation car. As I looked over 
the rail of the train, I looked immedi- 
ately beneath my feet, and I was 
astounded at the rapidity with which 
the railroad ties were flying by. I 
looked but a moment, and I grew dizzy 
and began losing my vision, as well 


as my equilibrium. Realizing my con- 
dition, and knowing the cause and 
cure, I raised my eyes from the rail 
and ties near by that were passing 
with such whirring speed, and looke 
down the rails to the things immov- 
able, such as the lonely oak trees, the 
serene farm houses, the wheat fields 
with grain swaying gently in the eve- 
ning zephyrs, and the tired western sun 
that seemed to be smiling a very pleas- 
ant and peaceful “good-night” to this 
side of the world. Such a picturesque 
scene brought to me once again clear 
vision and steady nerves and muscles. 
And so it is in the spiritual realm, 
friend. Look long to the evanescent 
things of the world; ponder over the 
mistakes of others; rivet your atten- 
tion to the glittering, tantalizing, and 
tempting contrivances of the adver- 
sary of your soul, and I promise you it 
won’t take long for your SPIRITUAL 
BALANCE AND STABILITY to be les- 
sened, and you MIGHT even topple 
and fall. GOD FORBID! 

It is no secret that these are peril- 
ous times. Many are falling aside in 
this unprecedented warfare. The din 
and confusion of the enemies of right- 
eousness is so loud and long as 
deafen us so that we can hardly he 
the voice of Him when He speaks words 
of comfort. The shuffling of evil feet 
and the blasting away of the artillery 
of our foe raises so much dust and 
smoke that it is difficult at times to 
see the Sun of Righteousness and 
Purity. But listen, comrade, this 
struggle is not unending. We do not 
battle in vain, for, praise God, the 
time will come when the enemy will 
raise a white flag of surrender, and 
the clamor of clashing sabres and 
booming weapons of destruction and 
death will be hushed, and peace shall 
reign. And if, in your case, you should 
not live to realize this victory—this 
final, consummate victory—but should 
fall on the battlefield as a good war- 
rior, rest assurred, brave fighter, that 
when the body drops and the gates 
of the body open for the first time, 
that soul will step out and upward. 
There will be a mighty flash, and God 
Himself will cry in thunderous tones, 
“Lift up your head, ye _ everlasting 
gate; let him come in.” Then the 
punctured hands of Jesus will be ex- 
tended to you with the comforting 
words, “Well done, thou good a 
faithful servant. You have suffer 
with me on earth, be glorified with m 
in heaven.” The badges of honor will 
be pinned on you, and that rustproof, 
never-fading crown will be placed on 
your head. Doubtlessly, instructions 
will be given to pene ge standing 
near the throne to escort you to your 
mansion in that house of many man- 
sions—your eternal habitation. UN- 
SPEAKABLE! Yes, but true! 

But it seems that too often man i 
a quitter. One of the vital ingredients 
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of success is EFFORT. Rest confident, 
my friend, that no person was ever 
great ACCIDENTALLY. All worth- 
while possessions are FOUGHT FOR. In 
y fancy, I go through the lonely rocks 

f the mountain side overlooking the 
Kedron Valley. It seems I hear some- 
one mumbling woeful words. As I tip- 
toe near, I hear a man talking to him- 
self. He is saying, “My God, what a 
mess I’ve made! Here I have preached 
with Jesus for three years, and how my 
@:: burned at times when He looked 









t me and told of eternal truths. But 
ow I have betrayed Him, my best 
Friend! And for what a paltry sum— 
thirty dirty pieces of silver. It’s blood 
money!” So around his neck goes the 
rope that is secured to a tree, and he 
leaps to his destruction. How different- 
ly Judas’ story might have been told. 
I know of another who traveled for two 
years as a MISSIONARY with the be- 
loved apostle Paul. His name was 
Demas. I am certain he must have had 
outstanding ability and must have 
been sincere, else Paul would never 
have selected him. But it became 
necessary one day for Paul to write, 
“Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved this present world.” Every sylla- 
ble is soaked in tears and agony, for 
it was at a time when the apostle was 
in need of men who were courageous. 


History preaches many poignant ser- 
mons, and we should Jearn to profit by 
the mistakes of others. There was 
NERO, who, as a young man, was most 
affable. He wanted to do good and had 

any friends in his youthful days. 

@= he first came into office, he 
as extremely interested in the wel- 
fare of his people and nation, and 
talked it constantly. But QUITTING 
TIME found him a different person. 
He was hard, cold, austere, cruel and 
corrupt. Everyone hated him. He could 
fiddle while Rome burned. We are told 
he murdered the Christians of his day 
and finally killed his own mother, 
and then SUICIDED. MARK AN- 
THONY’s name will live forever for his 
outstanding powers. He was a thinker, 
and could think his way through great 
enterprises; but the troubles of life 
won him, and he SUICIDED. BRUTUS, 
a Roman politician and one of Caesar’s 
assassins, died a SUICIDE. CASSIUS, a 
Roman general and conspirator, end- 
ed his life in SUICIDE. ALEXANDER 
THE GREAT was such a conqueror 
that he made nations tremble at the 
very mention of his name. After he 
had conquered all the nations he 
could, he sat down and WEPT because 
there were no more nations to over- 
throw. But in his last days he be- 
came a drunken beast of a man, set 
fire to a city, and died a miserable 
death. DR. LATSON, the author of.a 
ok called the “Enlightened Life,” 
ells how to conquer both PHYSICAL- 
Y and MENTALLY, but he left out 
stress on the SPIRITUAL—the infi- 
nitely important phase of life. He was 
the editor of the “Health Culture 
Magazine.” He SUICIDED in 1911. 
C. W. POST, the millionaire of postum 
and grapenut fame, made millions of 
dollars and became well known 
throughout the world. History tells 
the tragic story that he SUICIDED. 
DR. ARMSTRONG of Indiana used to 
give lectures on “Why Worry?” He 
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SUICIDED in 1921. The newspapers 
listed financial troubles as the cause. 
One night in 1849, someone was walk- 
ing down the dark streets of Baltimore, 
Maryland, when he stumbled over an 
object on the sidewalk. He stopped and 
investigated and found to his sur- 
prise that it was the ang | of a man. 
He was dragged into the light, and it 
was determined that it was the body 
of none other than EDGAR ALLAN 
POE, author of “The Raven” and the 
greatest literary genius of his day. 
He died a DRUNKARD on the stree 
of that booming metropolis. 

Just a few days ago, a friend of 
mine was telling me of a PREACHER 
who was considered one of the most 
brilliant men of his organization. He 
was a prolific and energetic writer. 
The profundity of his articles could 
scarcely be appreciated except by the 
highly learned. But he realized he 
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could make far more money outside the 
ministry, and he decided, to his eter- 
nal destruction, to leave the church. 
This he did. Years rolled by, as they 
inevitably will. His business adroitness 
and prudent investments caused great 
dividends to tumble in upon him. He 
had everything, BUT HAPPINESS. He 
passed away sometime ago out of gear 
with God and out of grace with the 
church. His widow made this state- 
ment, “We had finally got what we 
wanted. A nice home, a nice bank ac- 
count, and security. But the most 
prized possession of them all is gone 
—my husband.” INTO A CHRIST- 
LESS ETERNITY HE PLUMMETED. 
Don’t you think if he could roll back 
the years and go back to the time 
when he was scarcely making enough 
to live comfortably, he wouldn’t change 
positions with the wealthiest of men? 

But let me tell you a different story. 
There was another preacher that came 
to a glorious end. He was preaching 


in Michigan and had been warned by 
his family physician he must leave the 
pulpit or die. But he thought that 
he just couldn’t quit because of a 
burning passion for souls. One Sunday 
morning there was present a back- 
Slider for whom the pastor had a 
burden. In his message on the text, 
“Greater love hath no man than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friend,” 
he began to feel the tremendous im- 
portance of this backslider’s soul, and 
his sermon waxed fiery and fervent. 
He walked to the man and quoted his 
text, walked back to the altar and 
slumped dead. WHAT A CONSUMMA- 
TION! Even the angels must envy him, 
if envy there be in heaven. 

The apostle Paul lived with con- 
stant caution that after he had led 
others to Jesus Christ, he himself 
might be a castaway. It isn’t what we 
are today that will determine our eter- 
nal destiny, unless we die today; but 
it’s what we are at the END OF THE 
TRAIL. We have no control over our 
birth. We could not have prevented 
it. But we are the masters of our 
death. “It matters little how or when 
we were born; but it matters all 
how we die.” 

I am afraid that many times we 
grow TIRED OF LIVING GOOD. We 
feel at times the “call of the wild” 
and want to run out and kick our 
heels high. We possibly would be slow 
to give vent to such emotions, if we 
would but think of the AFTERMATH 
and of the END OF THE TRAIL. We 
allow sacred things to become worth- 
less and common to us. There is 
something thrilling about anything 
NEW. The early church sold every- 
thing they had and pooled their money 
into one common fund, when they 
were under the influence of a new 
affection. Missionaries tell us that new 
converts in other lands will walk many 
miles to be in service. In metaphysics 
there is a law of successive returns 
that proves the more one uses, rides, 
eats, participates in a thing, whatever 
it might be, each time one comes in 
contact with that thing it has less 
thrill or taste. So it can be the spirit- 
ual—except we take good care of our 
spiritual APPETITES. We should cul- 
tivate a desire for the spiritual. 

Though I have depicted the darker 
side of this message, let me illustrate 
for one moment the brighter life. I 
shall take just one example, to be 
brief. John C. Wooley was, in his 
younger days, an inveterate drunkard. 
On one occasion, he was known to 
have slipped out the back door of a 
saloon to escape his mother who stood 
near the front door in the snow, wait- 
ing for him to come out so she could 
take him home and nurse him back to 
sobriety. She stood too long in the 
snow and died of pneumonia contract- 
ed that day. It broke Wooley’s heart, 
and for years he gave himself to fight- 
ing whiskey. In a farewell speech in 
Pittsburgh, he said, “I would cut off 
this right arm if I could undo this deed 
done to my mother.” Thus one who 
had started WRONG ended up right. 

Let me use another thought, from 
the words of Reverend George Swann, 
to give you this parting word. “Sup- 
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The Lord 
Sent His Angel 
and Delivered 
‘ 


By HANNA K. SULEIMAN 
clo The Church of God Missions 
Denpt., 1080 Montgomery Avé., 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


Beloved in the Lord! 

For the glory of God and for your 
own edification, I wish to tell you of 
a real and personal experience which 
took place on the following date. 

Before I start on my subject, please 
accompany me with your thoughts to 
the city of Jerusalem, in which all 
important events have and shall take 
place, regardless of their religious and 
secular aspect. I am really proud of 
being, with my family, a resident of 
Jerusalem most of my life until the 
Palestine troubles in 1948, when we 
had to live in Bethlehem as refugees. 
Thank the Lord for His protection to 
us during those dangerous and criti- 
cal days. Glory to His name! 

On the 5th of May, 1929, the Lord 
baptized me with the Holy Spirit ac- 
cording to Acts 2:4, and consequent to 
that blessed experience God’s spiritual 
and temporal blessings were poured 
upon us, and, praise the Lord, cir- 
cumstances can never change my love 
for Him. These heavenly blessings 
bring such an ecstasy or indescribable 
joy with them that the receiver there- 
of can not keep silent, but has to go 
out of his hiding place and shout 
hallelujah’s, without fear or shame, 
just as the disciples did on the day of 
Pentecost. So it happened with me; 
I have to publish the good news every- 
where, and thank God for what re- 
sults have been accomplished. 

The 9th of July, 1929, was the day 
when trouble broke out between the 
Arabs and Jews in Palestine, remain- 
ing for about a week and until 
it was suppressed by. British soldiers 
who were dispatched from side 
stations. Both parties, Jews and 
Arabs, were alike, killing grown- 
ups and children, having no re- 
gard for sexes and age. Over the 
city you could see heavy and dark 
clouds hanging, a sign of curse and 
sorrow. Oh! what a pathetic picture 
that was! On the very day the trouble 
broke out, I was at a lady missionary’s 
home on the Jewish-Arab border, 
about 150 yards from the city wall. 
We never thought of our being in 
danger until we saw the house sur- 
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
“The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want’ (Psalm 23:1). 


| shall not want for FOOD. “I am the bread of life. He that cometh to 
me shall never hunger.’ 

| shall not want for DRINK. 
drink.” 

| shall not want for REST. ‘‘Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and | will give you rest.” 

| shall not want for GUIDANCE. ‘| am the way; no man cometh unto the Father 
but by me.” 

| shall not want for COMPANIONSHIP. ‘I have called you my friends. Lo, 
with you alway.” 

| shall not want for JOY. “These things have | spoken unto you, 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.’’ 

| shall not want for HONOR. “If any man serve me, him will my Father honor.’ 

| shall not want for COMFORT. ‘’Let not your hearts be troubled. He shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever.’ 

| shall not want for any GOOD THING. “If ye shall ask anything in my name, 
I will do it. No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.”’ 

| shall not want for LIFE. “l am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly.” 

| shall not want for POWER OVER DEATH. 
me shall never die. Believest thou this?’’ 

| shall not want for LIFE ETERNAL. “’! go to prepare a place for you. And 
if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you 


unto myself; that where | am, there ye may be also.” 
World Crisis (Boston, Mass.). 


“If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 


| am 


that my joy 


“Whosoever liveth and believeth in 





mina) mimes 














rounded by ugly and angry men with 
clubs, stones, revolvers, and grenades 
in their hands, shouting and attack- 
ing the Jews who were hiding from 
them. At the first sight we cried to 
the Lord for mercy and prayed for 
peace in Jerusalem, and before an 
hour had passed the situation became 
changed. Many men were wounded 
and killed around us, even a man 
whom I saw was shot dead in front 
of the house we were in. There was 
a temporary truce and I had enough 
time to go to our home, which was 
about two miles from that quarter. 
When I reached there, my _ wife 
praised the Lord, for she feared I 
might have been Killed. 

Since that missionary, Pentecostal 
sister, with her British lady mission- 
aries, got their bread from the Jews, 
certainly they would have remained 
without bread auring all this time of 
trouble if nobody had sent them bread 
under such risky and dangerous cir- 
cumstances. The Lord laid the need 
of those sisters upon our hearts, 
though my wife was aware of the 
danger awaiting every person outside 
of his house; yet the Lord laid the 
same burden on the heart of a young 
man who loved the Lord and he vol- 
unteered to go with me to carry some 
bread to those needy sisters. We 
walked all the way without having 
a sign of fear or disturbance. Coming 
to the house where those sisters were, 
we found them praying for the peace 
of Jerusalem. When they saw us, they 
were surprised and thanked God for 
the bread which was sent in answer 
to their prayers. We had prayer to- 
gether, and as we left the house, lo, 
about 50 Jewish men came attacking 
us with clubs, sticks, and knives. Since 
my companion was wearing the na- 
tive headdress, he received on his head 
the first two blows from a heavy club; 
when I interferred, I received a blow 
on my hand, which sent my umbrella 





in another direction. Seeing death 
with our own eyes, I cried aloud, “Lord 
Jesus, I beseech you, deliver us,” and, 
praise God, the Lord did. Glory to 
His name! Immediately, we saw a very rel 
tall person standing in the midst of 
the crowd and with the movement of 
both hands all disappeared; he a 

the crowd were out of existence. Ha 
lelujah, what a Saviour! That perso 
was almost four yards higher than 
us and the crowd, but it all happened 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an 








eye, and we were left alone bewildered. f 
Isn’t that a miracle? Surely it is, pre 
for God’s works are real miracles and hes 
signs. Praise His name. bak 

I asked that brother if he was suf- fev 
fering from the blows he received on nin 
his head and shoulder. He smiled and fee 
said, “I felt them just as a feather set. 
falling on my nose.” Surely I felt no to « 
pain, though my umbrella was Eva 
knocked from my hands. Glory be to sail 
God. When we came to ourselves, we unc 
realized that the Lord had surely sent hel 
His angel and delivered us. Praise be the 
to His mighty name. We walked on our pr rs 
way home, rejoicing and talking to- IM 
gether about the strange and tall Tru 
figure who looked like a human be- ciar 


ing, but without weapons in his 
hands; he just moved both his arms 
over the crowd and all vanished away. 
Glory to God! David had on many oc- 
casions faced death because of his 
enemies and the Lord sent His angel 
and delivered him; therefore, fro 
personal experience he was able t 
say, “The angel of the Lord encamp- 
eth round about them that fear him,” 
Psalm 34:7. He also said, “Call upon 
me in the day of trouble: I will de- 
liver thee, and thou shalt glorify me,” 
Psalm 50:15. 

After reaching home, my wife and 
the neighbors came to congratulate 





us after hearing us tell of the miracu- 
lous escape we had from death, and@) 7 God 
(Continued on page 15) shov 
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FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS 
By EARL CRIPPS, MIAMI, FLA. 


Some years ago an immigrant from 
Europe brought along enough 
lunch to last him about two 
days, but on the fourth cay at 
sea he became so hungry that 
when he passed a dining room and 
smelled the good food he decided to 
buy some and asked a steward how 
much they charged for meals. The 
steward replied, “Haven’t you a tick- 
et?” and upon receiving an answer in 
the affirmative, said, “Why, man, your 
ticket pays for your meals as well 
as for your passage.” David said, “For- 
get not all his benefits, who forgiveth 
all thine iniquities, who healeth all 
thy diseases,” and Christians who do 
not get the benefit of healing are 
as foolish as the immigrant who took 
along a lunch, for redemption’s ticket 
pays for sickness as well as for sins. 


A REMARKABLE HEALING 


Brother C. B. Donahue reports a 
remarkable healing: “Junior Massen- 
gale was paralyzed in his whole right 
side, could not turn himself in the 
bed, and could not speak above a 

hisper. He was instantly healed on 
January 2 in our revival at Kellys 
Ferry, Tenn. He leaped and spoke 
plainly, praising the Lord.” 








ALLEN JUNCTION, W. Va.—I truly 
praise the Lord for His wonderful 
healing power. A few weeks ago my 
baby became seriously ill with a high 
fever during the night. The next eve- 
ning she became worse; her hands and 
feet began to draw, and her eyes were 
set. It looked as though she was going 
to die. I began to prey and placed the 
Evangel on her. I called some of the 
saints, and we prayed again. She lay 
unconscious fourteen hours, but we 
held on in prayer. At two o’clock in 
the morning, I was sitting by her side 
praying, an ’s e at once raised up and 
put her ~ around me and said, 
“Mother, I want to sleep with you. Y 
Truly the Lord is a wonderful: P ysi- 
cian.—Mrs. Charlie Hanner. 


ORANGEBURG, S. C.—I praise the 
Lord for His sanctifying grace. I was 
64 years old before I was saved, sanc- 
See. and filled _ the Holy ‘Ghost. 

After being saved, I practiced living 

th Christ in m ‘mind, often talking 
to Him as though He were right with 
me (I know He is). My mind was 
flooded with a healing sense of peace. 
I felt myself becoming a new man, 
fulfilling one of the greatest and tru- 
est of all Bible texts, “If any man be 
in Christ he is a new creature. Old 
things are passed away, behold all 
things are become new.” This new- 
found power changed everything. Only 
God could have done this to me and 
shown the inner reservoirs of peace 
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and strength which are in me now. 
When Jesus said, “These thnigs have 
I spoken unto you that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full,” He was stating a truth so 
potent, so profound that the man who 
ignores it misses the greatest aid to 
success and happiness. I praise the 
Lord for giving me this precious joy 
for which I have so long waited.— J. E. 
Garrick. 


— 


TAMPA, Fla.—I praise the Lord for 
His healing power. My baby had a 
severe cold and cough, and couldn’t 
sleep at night for coughing. I prayed 
one night and asked the Lord to heal 
her, and He did just that. There have 
been many, many other healings in 
my family, of which I could testify. 
Sunday night my little girl began to 
cry with her throat hurting her. Again 
I called on the Lord, and He heard 
and answered prayer. Pray for my un- 
saved loved ones.—Mrs. Sallie Watson. 


COLDWATER, Miss.—I praise my 
blessed Saviour for His wonderful love 
and mercy and the way He has stood 
by me through all my trials and 
troubles. Pray for my loved ones.— 
Mrs. Elizabeth Smith. 





GENERAL OVERSEER CABLE- 
GRAMS FROM SOUTH 

AFRICA 

, Cablegram from Revs. H. L. 
Chesser and J. H. Walker from 
§ Krugersdorp, South Africa, re- 
ceived March 5, 1951—“Arrived 
Safely. Prospects Good.” 














PULASKI, Va.— I praise the Lord 
for what He means to me. I praise 
Him for being with my mother durin 
an operation, as I believe it was all 
through Him that she lived through it. 
I have many things to be thankful 
for, but they are too numerous to tell. 
—Elsie Caudill. 

MACON, Ga.—I praise the Lord for 
His healing power. I praise Him for 
healing my foot when Brother Jimmy 
Bentley prayed for me. He has healed 
me many times, and I praise Him for 
it.—Mrs. J. K. Davis. 

HEBER SPRINGS, Ark.—I praise the 
Lord for His many blessings, for heal- 
ing me so many times. He has been my 
Healer for thirty-nine years. I praise 
_ for healing my leg.—Sister Mer- 
ri 








REQUEFSETS FOR PRAYER 


PRAY FOR: 


My daughter to be healed; me to be re- 
filled with the Holy Ghost.—Mrs. W. K. 
Brooks, Haskell, Texas. 

God’s will to be done in behalf of an old 
lady.—A sister in Christ, Miami, Fla. 

My body.—Martha Bratcher, Central City, 


Ky. 

My wife—J. H. Mauldin, Seneca, 8S. C. 

My husband to be healed; the healing of 
my body.—Martha Sutherland, Double 
Springs, Ala. 

A. to save my three brothers and two 

the h of my body.—Pauline 
Phillips, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

My unsaved nephew. —Mrs. Sallie Canipe, 
Toecone, N. C. 

A man and his wife 2 be saved and healed. 
—Alice Varner, Epps, 

My family to be aot ‘—Mrs. Gladys Ogles- 
by, Newellton, La. 

The healing of my body.—Mrs. China Himes, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

My boy to be saved; nd home.—Mrs. Linda 
Brown, Knoxville, Tenn 

The healing of my body.—Mpyrtle Bruff, 
Royal Oak, Mich. 

My young son to be saved; nis wife to be 
saved.—A sister, Gainesville, 

Me to be healed of T. 'BDaisy Snider, 
Catawba Sanatorium, Va. 

My daughter who is in a serious condition; 
Mr. G. S. Hastings to be healed; my —— 
and her husband to be healed; my little 
grandson’s eyes to be straightened.—George 
Dalton, Scottsboro, Ala. 

The ‘healing of my body.—Mannie Walker. 
Augusta, Ga. 

The healing of my body.—Mrs. W. R. Brown, 
Rocky Ford, Ga. 

My husband and me.—Mary Ruark. 

My mother’s eye to be healed.—Bessie 
Chambley, Macon, Ga. 

Miss Bessie Ray and Mrs. Barney Cable 
who are in the Tennessee State Hospital.— 
Mrs. Maude Sparks, Alcoa, Tenn. 

m. husband to be healed; a man to be 

ealed of asthma and saved.—Mrs. J. A. 
a ll Jellico, Tenn. 


Me to be sanctified and filled with the 
Holy Ghost.—Mr. George T. Rich, Atlanta, Ga. 

The complete healing of my body.—A child 
of God, Houlka, 

Elmo Griffin to be healed of rheumatic 
fever; his father to be healed; his sister to 
De } eat Handy G. Brantley, Bailey, 


My son to be healed of rheumatic fever.— 
Araminta B. Trainor, Chillicothe, Ohio. 

Me to get closer to the Lord.—Hazel York, 
Duff, Tenn. 

My husband to be healed.—Mrs. Grady 
Welch, Star, Miss. 

The healing of my body; my unsaved friend 
and loved ones; me to find a job.—Miss 
Florence Easter, Hillsville, Va. 

The Lord to heal me in soul, and mind, 
and body; my sister to be healed; my brother 
to be brought back from overseas safely and 
saved; my nephew to be saved and his life 
spared.—A sister. 

My brother to be healed and my husband 
and daughter to be saved; God to anoint me 
to tell the story of Jesus. —Mrs. W. A. McGraw, 
Ringgold, Ga. 

Me to be healed of migtaine.—Martha 
Mongold, Upper Tract, W. Va. 

God to help me in my troubles.—Marvin 
Weems, Gardendale, Ala. 

Me to be healed; Rev. Crisman to be healed; 
my daughter to be healed; my neighbor to be 
healed.—George Dalton, Woodville, Ala. 

Me to be healed of cancer, —-_y and 
strained heart, and rheumatism—W. R. May- 
berry, Lynchburg, Va. 

God to undertake for our son; two children 
to be saved.—Mrs. Byna Buchanan, Warrior- 
mine, W. Va. 

Me and my sick husband and daughter.— 
LaVada Wood, Rome, Ga. 

God to heal my husband of stomach and 
sinus trouble.—Mrs. Daniel R. Jones, Blacks- 
burg, Va. 

Me to be healed.—J. W. Webb, Cleveland, 

healing of 


Tenn 

The my body.—Mrs. Alma 
Sederwall, Quincy, Ill. 

The healing of my body.—Mrs. W. T. 
Crocker, Shaw, Miss. 
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Editor’s Note: Dr. Turner is Chairman of the 
Foreign Mission Board of the Pentecostal 
Holiness Church, and Editor of the PENTE- 
COSTAL PULPIT. The PENTECOSTAL PUL- 
PIT is one of the very best magazines for 
ministers available. It is printed quarterly, 
but should be printed monthly, and is brim- 
ming full of messages, sermon outlines, and 
special help for ministers of like Pentecostal 
faith by ministers of Pentecostal faith. Price, 
only $1.00 per year. Order from Editor, PENTE- 
COSTAL PULPIT, Franklin Springs, Ga. 


John 12:24-26, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit. He that loveth his life 
shall lose it; and he that hateth his 
life in the world shall keep it unto 
life eternal. If any man serve me, let 
him follow me; and where I am, there 
shall also my servant be: if any man 
serve me, him will my Father honour.” 

A. The lesson which we have read 
seems to be a paradox. All that Jesus 
says seems to be wrong. What He says 
here seems to be in direct contradic- 
tion to the known and established 
facts of every department of life and 
affairs. Jesus here teaches us that by 
losing we gain; by giving we get; by 
scattering we gather; and by dying 
we live! To the world this sounds like 
the babbling of a deranged mind; it 
sounds like foolishness. But it is true! 

B. Take the business world today, 
the political world, and the whole 
structure is built upon the idea of 
gain and not loss, ng not dying, 
gathering not scattering. In the world 
of pleasure, culture, and art, the same 
idea may be said to obtain. We get that 
we may the better enjoy ourselves. 
So it may be observed that the idea 
advanced by Christ runs counter to 
that of the world of business, com- 
merce, politics, art, culture, pleasure, 
wealth, and almost every other worldly 
affair. 

C. We may even go a step farther 
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Gain 


Through 


Loss 


Luke 9:23-27; John 12:24-26 


By Dr. Wm. H. Turner 


and say that this teaching of Christ 
runs counter to practically all things 
in the field of education. Most institu- 
tions today teach us the doctrine of 
self-sufficiency, self-reliance, the ex- 
ertion of our own powers to gain for 
ourselves a place in the world; where- 
as in our lesson Christ is teaching us 
self-surrender, self-renunciation, self- 
sacrifice. Who is right? Is the usual 
teaching today correct, or is Christ 
correct? 
Let us begin by stating: 


I 


DEATH OR LOSS IS THE CONDITION 
OF FRUITFULNESS IN NATURE 
A. Take the grain of wheat, for ex- 

ample. The illustration which Jesus 

employs in our lesson about the grain 
is generic. Now take a particle of grain 
in your hand. It is round and com- 
plete; hard and_ self-contained. It 
seems to be dead, but there lies within 
it the possibilities of a wondrous and 
manifold life. The mystery of life 
sleeps within it. The beauty of sum- 
mer lies hidden in its dark and narrow 
breast. But of it the paradox is true, 
that it is dead because it has not 
died. It must die in order to become 
alive; it must be cast away from the 
hand of the sower, fall into the ground, 
and be buried in darkness. Its outer 
form. must be broken up and decay 
that the dormant life within may be 
awakened and manifested, and its 
beautiful and manifold being come out 
of the prison house of its loneliness 
and wave and rustle in the sunlight. 

Every seed is alone until it dies. 

In America we have a beautiful 
flower called the aloe flower. It is in- 
teresting to notice the strange effect 
of the effort to flower in this plant. 
There are great, green, beautiful 
leaves, large stems, large stalk, but 
as it pushes up the buds, and they 
burst into flowers, the big, beautiful 
plant shrinks up and just dies from 


the effort to blossom. It must die in 
order to produce. 

In Pakhoi, where we lived a good 
many years, we had many banana 
trees. All of you who have seen the, 
banana tree know it as an extreme- 
ly vigorous and lusty plant, and ex- 
ceedingly beautiful. Gradually it 
pushes the big long stem up out of 
the trunk of the plant, and the blooms 
come out. Then, it is interesting to 
note the growing fruit; but as soon 


and dies. It must die in order to pro 
duce its fruit. 

The same is true of the human body. 
We are made up of a great number of 
tiny cells. These cells depend, for 
growth, on absorbing the nutrition 
from the outside. But when the cell 
has gained a certain size, its life is 
suddenly threatened. The center of the 
cell seems to be so far from the surface 
that it cannot draw in the nutrition 
from without. Then the alternative is 
very sharp: the cell must divide or 
die! Only by losing its individual life, 
personality, and becoming two cells 
can it save its life. It must lose to gain, 
multiply into two to retain its life, 
die to live. 

So it is with all nature. When the 
grain of wheat sprouts, that little 
spark of life hidden in it bursts forth, 
all the body of the grain must decay 
that this may live and multiply and 
bear fruit. The life of the higher means 
death of the lower. In the orchard, the 
flower must fall that the fruit may 
swell and grow. If the young apple 
grows large, it must begin by pushin 
off the blossom. 

Now when we rise from the lower 
realms of nature to the inexpressibly 
higher order, that of the spiritual, the 
— laws obtain. This leads me to 
state 


as the fruit is mature, the plant ro 


II 


THAT THE DEATH OF SELF IS THE 
CONDITION OF FRUITFULNESS IN 
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
“But all through life I see a Cross, 

Where sons of God yield up their 

breath: 
There is no gain except by loss; 

There is no life except by death, | 
And no full vision except by faith; 

Nor glory but by bearing shame; 
No justice but by taking blame; 

And that eternal Passion saith, 

“Be emptied of glory and right and 
name.” 

A. This is true as illustrated by 
characters in the Scriptures. 

1. Abraham must leave his home, 
his kin, his wealth, to follow God and 
be a generic blessing to all mankind. 
He must offer his son Isaac as a 
sacrifice, and thus lose him, in order 
to gain him forever. 

2. Joseph must be cast out by hi 


brothers, sold and become a slave, be™ 


cast into prison, in order that he might 
become second only to the king of 
Egypt, and bless and feed his starving 
relatives and his father’s house and 
che millions of Egypt. 

3. Moses had to relinquish all the 
glory of the royal house of Egypt 
and become a wanderer, a sheep herd- 
er, become nothing, that he might 
come back and deliver God’s chosen 
people from their bondage, and thus 
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emblazon his name forever on the 
pages of history. 

“Choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the children of God than to en- 
joy the pleasures of sin for a season.” 
And in this way become second only 
to the king of Egypt. 

4. The widow’s oil had to be poured 
out to multiply, and save her son. 

5. Daniel had to become a castaway, 
become the servant of a heathen king, 
before he could direct the destinies 
of great Babylon. 

6. The three Hebrew children had 
first to go to the furnace of fire before 
bm | could turn an empire back to 


od. 

7. Esther had to risk her life be- 
fore she could save her people. 

8. Paul had to give up position, am- 
bition, reliance on worldly learning, 
money, popularity, etc., before he could 
be the greatest missionary and the 
greatest Christian of all the age of 
ages. 

9. The loaves and fishes had to be 
broken before they could feed the 
multitude. 


10. Even Jesus must go to the cross 


and die before He could save the race. 
He “must be lifted up” before He could 
“draw all men unto him.” 

11. The seal had to be broken from 
the alabaster box before the sweet 
perfume could fill the house. 

B. It is true in the experience of 
those who have blessed the world in 
modern times. 

1. It was true in the case of Henry 
Myrtin, the famous missionary to the 
Near East. He succeeded in his great 
task only by dying. This brought sup- 
port and helpers to his cause that he 
would never have had living. 

2. In Hawaii there was, in the old 
days, an island whose inhabitants 
were all lepers, and when another 
leper was found they took him there. 
No one who landed on that island 
was ever allowed to leave. The mission- 
aries heard of it, and decided they 
must go and do something for those 
poor hopeless people. So they tried to 
go, but the authorities stepped in and 
prevented them. They could go only 
if they agreed never to return. One 
man stepped out, agreed and volun- 
teered to go. He spent twenty or more 
years there and died himself with 
leprosy. But he cured many, many, 
and had the joy of bringing the peo- 
ple to Christ. 

3. It was true of Robert Morrison, 
who opened China to Christ. He first 
lost all! His trials and sacrifices were 
well nigh unbelieveable. Separated 
from family, working with his own 
hands for support, facing persecution 
from whites and Chinese alike, he 
opened China. 

4. Then there was the great modern 
missionary C. B. Studd, who for twen- 
ty years lived separated from his 
loved ones, seeing his wife once, for 
two weeks, in all that time, to open 
central Africa to Christ. 

5. It was true of Hudson Taylor of 
China, founder of the China Inland 
Mission, a man who gave an entire 
life to make Christ known to the 
masses of China. 

If a man does not die to himself, 
to his selfishness, to his own will; if 
he is not born to a new life, to a life 
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of renunciation, of expansion, and of 
love, he remains alone—alone with re- 
gard to God, and with regard to all 


creatures in the universe, alone in the 
present life, and alone in the life to 
come. The life of the man who is not 
dead to himself in order to live spirit- 
ually is a life whose principles are 
selfishness, perpetual moral solitude; 
and there is no chastisement more 
frightful than eternal solitude, which 
is the inevitable result. To escape the 
isolation, to have on earth and in 
heaven loved hearts which understand 
us, which beat in sympathy with our 
own, can be secured in but one way— 
that is, to die to ourselves, to our de- 
sires; it is to crucify our selfishness 
as Jesus Christ was crucified, in order 
ta be born again with Jesus Christ in 
a new life, the principles of which 
are love—love to God and love to man. 
The measure of our willingness to 
deny ourselves in order to do good is 
the measure, also, of the good we ac- 
tually will do. If we do for our Christ 
and our fellow men only that which 
costs us nothing, we shall do but lit- 
tle good, and that little will scarcely 
be worth the doing. Cost, sacrifice, 
self-denial, toil, generosity, self-forget- 
fulness, the laying down, every day, 
in whole or in part, of even life itself 
—this is ever the divine condition of 
usefulness, the price we must ever pay 
in order to be benefactors to our fel- 
low men, or helpers to advance the 
kingdom of Christ in the world. 








MY TESTIMONY 


By Earl Cripps, Gen. Del., Miami, Fla. 


I was converted in a Billy Sunday meet- 
ing on a night when he preached on the 
cleansing of the ten lepers, and, as there 
were exactly ten saved that night, I have 
always wanted to be the one _ that 
returned to give God glory. Other factors in 
my conversion were a godly mother, a for- 
mer Sunday School teacher who had me on 
her prayer list, and the singing of a solo 
entitled ‘“‘My Heart Is Singing All the Time.” 
I said to myself, “My heart is not singing all 
the time, and never did sing, although I 
have had practically everything I have wanted 
(for my father was comparatively rich), and 
if there is something that can make your 
heart sing all the time, I want it.” So I hit 
the sawdust trail and did not go twenty feet 
before I was saved. 

A few days later a girl friend said to me, 
“Earl, you do not intend to give up the 
club, dances, theatres, etc., do you?” I had 
never thought of that, but only that I was 
lost and going to hell and wanted to be 
saved. However, it was too late then, be- 
cause when one receives Tiffany pearls and 
Saaeaen, he does not want the Woolworth 

nd. 


Then I began to straighten up my back tracks 
and make straight paths for my feet. I went 
to a Jew from whose counter I had taken 
a $3.00 pair of kid gloves a number of years 
before, when I was in high school, and told 
him about it and gave him the $3.00. He 
, “If that is the kind of religion you 
get in a Billy Sunday meeting, it is all right.” 
Then I went to a Roman Catholic for 
whom I had sold ice cream sodas in the 
summer time during high-school vacations, 
and from whose cash register I had taken 
$10—a quarter, fifty cents, a dollar, etc., and 
gave him the money. He said:+the exact 
words the Jew said, “If that is the kind 
of religion you get in a Billy Sunday meet- 
ing, it is all right.” I kept walking in the 
light and coming clean with God, just as a 
person that was going to die before nightfall 
would not try to kid himself or God; and 
I was headed for Pentecost the same as a 
person who would walk up Broadway here 
in New York would be bound to go through 
Columbus Circle, for it was right up heav- 
en’s road. Nine months later I received it, 
speaking with other tongues as the Spirit 
gave utterance, just as Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, Peter, James, and John, the 120, 
Cornelius, and all the saints in the Acts 
of the Apostles did. 


Salvation is sweet but the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost is a million times sweeter. Since 
receiving the Baptism, I have worked for 
the Lord in this country, in England, Nor- 
way, and Cuba, and have seen the Lord 
stretch forth His hand to heal and do signs and 
wonders in the name of the Holy Child, 
Jesus. But my prayer is, “Lord, lift me up 
and let me stand by faith on heaven's table- 
land, a higher plane than I have found. 
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.” 








THE GREATEST 
QUESTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE AND OF LIFE 
Clarence E. Macartney 


Each of these eighteen 
sermons vividly pictures a 
Bible situation which de- 
manded positive decision, 
and describes the human 
4 elements involved, the var- 
ious influences brought to 
bear, and the results of 
the decision made. “Writ- 
ten with simplicity and eloquence, designed to 
help the daily problems of the man in the 
pew.”’"—International Journal of Religious Edu- 
cation. Price $2.00. 





SHERRILL 
BLANDON’S 
CALL 
By Zenobia Bird 


“This novel real- 
ly lives because 
of its human 
touch and real- 
istic approach. 
The high reli- 
ious note is its 
ines t charac- 
teristic.” 
—Religious Her- 
ald. Price $1.50. 
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CORRECTION 
There was a mistake in the March 
3 issue of the Evangel in saying Rev. 
“Christ 
of the 
Clyde 


S. C. Elrod, writer of article, 


Became Poor,”” is pastor 
Opelika, Ala., Church. Rev. 
Holland is the pastor. 


TELEGRAM 
MINOT, N. Dak.—Final results of re- 
vival: 47 received Baptism, 25 saved, 
29 joined the church, 26 baptized in 
water.—D. C. Boatwright. 


MISSISSIPPI IS ON THE MOVE 

The Church of God in Mississippi 
is really on the move. Our ministers 
and members are working hard to 
put things over in a great way for 
God. We are thankful for our state 
overseer, Rev. G. C. Hamby, and his 
wife and daughters. The Ladies’ Will- 
ing Workers’ Bands are going for- 
ward; the Hamby Trio is an inspira- 
tion to all who hear them; and Broth- 
er Hamby surely believes in putting 
the Church program over. Already six 
new churches have been organized 
since Brother Hamby came to our 
state from Washington, D. C. 

After an appeal given by Brother 
Hamby to the district pastors, to work 
in the new fields and _ establish 
churches in every city and town, they 
at once set that as their goal. Rev. 
M. H. Kennedy, district pastor of the 
Jackson District, was among the first 
to do so. 

At present we are in a revival at 
Mendenhall, and God is working in 
a wonderful way. We obtained the old 
school building as a place of worship. 
Rev. Paul Barker, of Omaha, Nebras- 
ka, is the evangelist. With the won- 
derful messages of Brother Barker, the 
singing of the Hamby Trio, and the 
help of God, we believe great things 
are going to be accomplished at Men- 
denhall. We expect to have a Church 
of God established there in just a lit- 
tle while. We count it a privilege to 
have Brother Barker working in our 
state. We need more ministers like 
him, who have the zeal and willing- 
ness to go out and work for God. 

If there ever was a time that we 
needed to work for God, we believe 
it is now. The world is seeking peace, 
but we know that the only true peace 
is the peace that Jesus Christ can 
give. And we feel that it will not be 
long until He comes back to give 
eternal peace to the righteous, and 
certainly we want to work harder 
than ever before to win the lost to 
Christ. People are hungry for the old- 
time gospel, something that they 





know is real. Pray for us here in Mis-- 


sissippi that we will never slow up but 
always move fast for God in the win- 
ning of souls and in putting His pro- 
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gram over.—Nelda Kind, Reporter for 
the New Work. 





MOULTRIE, Ga.—We thank God for 
His blessing upon us here at Moultrie. 
Rev. J. J. Floyd is our pastor, and we 
appreciate his faithful efforts in 
God’s cause. Since last Assembly, we 
have had Rev. L. G. Rouse, of Knox- 
ville, Tenn., Mrs. Mae Harkins, and 
Mrs. Vertie Harkins, of Calhoun, Ga., 
with us in revivals. The church was 
blessed in having them. 

Brother Rouse was with us for a 
week, did good preaching and teach- 
ing on healing, and many were healed 
of various diseases. My little three- 
year-old granddaughter, in another 
city, was stricken with polio during 
the week, and I visited her on Satur- 
day afternoon after she was admitted 
to the hospital, giving my daughter 
one of Brother Rouse’s Healing Wa- 
ters papers to place on her body in 
Jesus’ name for her healing. Return- 
ing to church that night I requested 
Brother Rouse and the church to pray 
for her. Brother Rouse told me the 
next morning to trust God, that He 
was going to heal our baby. During 
the day she began playing and stand- 
ing in her bed, having been unable to 
stand or walk for a few days, since 
her feet and legs were drawn. She 
rested well, took her food better, and 
in the afternoon was allowed to 
climb in and out of her bed and play 
on the floor. She was dismissed from 
the hospital on Monday and has had 
no recurring symptoms of polio since. 

Sister Mae Harkins and Sister 
Vertie Harkins conducted a very suc- 
cessful four weeks’ revival for us. They 
are humble, consecrated women of 
God. Their gospel singing and good 
preaching proved a great blessing to 
the church. Nineteen were saved, 15 
sanctified, 13 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, and 8 added to the church. 
Pray for us that we will be at our best 
for God in this needy time.—Mrs. 
Annie Belle Nelson, Church Reporter. 





WILLISTON, Fla.—Sister Minnie 
Irene Hillhouse was to start a revival 
here the third Sunday in January, but 
she was delayed, so we began the re- 
vival anyway and she arrived on 
Thursday. The Lord surely has 
blessed. The meeting lasted 3 weeks. 
There were 22 saved, 23 sanctified, 22 
filled with the Holy Ghost, 15 added 
to the church, and 20 baptized in wa- 
ter. A number of new people came into 
the church in this revival, and our 
church has been greatly blessed. Sis- 
ter Hillhouse will be a blessing to any 
church with her good messages, 
prayers, special singing, and playing 
the piano and accordion. Pray for us 
at Williston that our church will keep 
growing. Two received the Holy Ghost 
and one was sanctified Sunday night, 
February 18, after the revival closed, 
and the end is not yet. The revival 
spirit is still with us. There are some 
more to come into the church.—Rob- 
ert P. Culpepper, Pastor. 





MACON, Ga.—We have just closed a 
4 weeks’ successful revival, with Sister 
Ann Brown, of Atlanta, Ga., as our 
evangelist. Sister Brown will do any 
church good. There were 31 saved, 24 
sanctified, 17 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 13 added to the church. 
Anyone looking for a fine, spiritual, 
old-fashioned preacher, will do well to 
vee Sister Brown.—Glynn Griffin, 
Clerk. 














State Conventions and Camp 
Meetings 

Alabama __July 3-13 
Sa April 23-29 
I src seas eae July 16-22 
ee June 18-24 
Central Canada ________. June 30-July 8 
AEE SES: July 17-25 
Florida June 12-22 
ee Aug. 13-19 
E>! July 16-22 
cn scales July 30-Aug. 5 
0 Eee ee June 11-16 
i July 2-8 
Louisiana __. _.. June 13-17 
Maine ___. _.. July 23-29 
Michigan . June 20-24 
Missouri _-______- _.. Aug. 6-12 
Mississippi ______________..July 17-22 
Montana, Youth ___ _...._Jduly 16-22 

Camp Meeting _______ July 22-29 
EE July 3-8 
New Mexico —_____ July 17-22 
North Carolina __ uly 2-8 
N. and $. Dakota _ June e 26-July 4 
See July 2-8 
Oklahoma ___ chron __July 2-8 
Pennsylvania _________. July 23-Aug. 5 
South Carolina ________. June 26-July 5 
_— I a Aug. 20-26 
ae. June 25-July 1 
Colored Assembly _______. May 13-20 
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If Christ had not come, this world 
would have been and would be in a 
pitiful plight. 

For if Christ had not come, the Bible 
would close with the last verse of 
Malachi, smiting the earth witha 
curse. 

If Christ had not come, then the 
real, hidden meaning in the 23rd 
Psalm would never have been realized. 

If Christ had not come, the 53d chap- 
ter of Isaiah would be hard for us to 
fathom, even more so than it was for 
the Ethiopian eunuch. 

If Christ had not come, there would 
have been no New Testament to por- 
tray the wonderful stories and inci- 
dents in the life of Christ, narratives 
which present Him as Servant, Son of 
Man, and Son of God. 

If Christ had not come, there would 
not have been a Bethlehem and the 
story of the Babe. being born in this 
little city of David. 

If Christ had not come, there would 

have been no miracles; no palsied man 
would have been healed; the suf- 
fering man at the pool of Bethesda 
would not have been healed; the ten 
lepers would not have been delivered 
from their loathsome disease; the 
blind man by the wayside would have 
continued to sit begging in darkness 
until he died; the widowed mother in 
the city of Nain would have buried her 
son. 
If Christ had not come, the tempest 
would have continued to rage, the 
angry waves to dash at will, for there 
would have been no Master to say, 
“Peace be still.” 

If Christ had not come, Mary and 
Martha would have continued to grieve 
for their brother Lazarus, for there 
would have been no resurrection in 
Bethany. 

If Christ had not come, we would not 
have had the great parables. We would 
not have heard about the sower, stony 
ground, the wayside, and the good soil. 
The lesson of forgiveness as taught in 
the lesson of the unmerciful servant 
would not have been known. The good 
Samaritan would have passed the 
wounded man as did the priest and the 
Levites. The prodigal son would never 
have found his way back home. 

If Christ had not come, there could 
have been no wonderful conversions. 
John the Baptist would never have 
said, “Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” 

If Christ had not come, the apostle 


MARCH 24, 1951 


Jf Christ 
Had Not Come 


Rev. PAUL H. WALKER, Overseer of 
Ohio and Chairman of Foreign 
Missions Board 


Peter, the big-bodied, great-hearted 
impetuous man who was always 
blundering yet ready to apologize, who 
one moment could thrash a fellow 
within an inch of his life and then 
weep over him and bind up his wounds, 
would never have been saved. We 
would have missed much if Peter had 
not been converted. In no other apos- 
tle do we so plainly see the weakness 
of humanity and the magnitude of 
the grace and power of God. Peter 
would not have had the experience of 
climbing out of the boat and walking 
on the water. There would have been 
no great sermon on the day of Pente- 
cost when 5,000 were converted, and 
no epistle to bear his name. 

If Christ had not come, we would not 
be able to sing, 
“Down at the cross where my Saviour 


died, 

Down where for cleansing from sin I 
cried; 

There to my heart was the blood ap- 
plied, 

Glory to His name,” 

because there had been no cross. 

, Oliver Cooper could not have writ- 

en: 

“There is a fountain filled with blood, 

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, 

And sinners plunged beneath that 
flood, 

Lose all their guilty stains.” 

If Christ had not come, there would 
have been no resurrection, no book of 
the Acts, no epistles, no book of Reve- 
lation, no church, no great passages of 
Scripture. 

If Christ had not come, what a dis- 
mal, dark, and miserable world we 
would have to live in. Surely, W. O. 
Cushing was right in his poem: 
“Oh, to have no Christ, no Saviour! 
No Rock, no Refuge nigh! 

When the dark days ’round thee gath- 


er, 
When the storms sweep o’er the sky!” 

But CHRIST HAS COME, and we 
have a Bible; we have the conversions 
of men throughout the ages; we have 
the cross; we have the resurrection; 
we have the ascension; we have the 
promise of His return; we have the 
church; we have the sacred ordinances 
of the church; we have the teachings 
of the church which were injected by 
the Christ who came; we have the 
scripture message, and we believe Him 
to do far above that which we are able 
to ask or think, for in Him we live and 
move and have our being. 








FAH E Ea 


Rev. D. H. DELK, Pastor, Bessemer 
City, N. C. 


Ry 18:42, “Thy faith hath saved 
ee.” 


The word “faith” here means per- 
suasion, conviction, reliance upon 
Christ for salvation, also constancy in 
such a profession. Blind Bartimaeus 
had a working, persistent, trusting 
faith. There are two ideas about faith. 
Some talk as if it is easy to have faith. 
They say you don’t have to pray for it, 
that you can just read God’s Word, be- 
lieve it, and enjoy the benefits of all 
God has for you. Others say this is a 
life of prayer, that we must pray al- 
ways. Some go to the woods and pray 
hours at a time; others have all-night 
prayer meetings; still others fast in 
fear and trembling. I certainly don’t 
think faith will, in any way, overbal- 
ance anyone. I don’t believe it will put 
anyone to living on easy street all the 
time; neither do I believe it will keep 
us in the valley of burden, despair, and 
trouble all the time. 

I believe faith moves; it travels; 
it goes through fog, doubts, hacer 
and, yes, it climbs the mountains 
(which is not easy) to the sunny 
heights, where we can enjoy a good 
shout and a season of great peace and 
happiness. Faith is something real, 
yet it is not knowledge. Faith can lead 
us to knowledge. For instance, I have a 


check and I believe it is a good check, 


but I don’t know till the cashier cashes 
it for me. Then my faith becomes 
knowledge; I know it was a good check. 

Hodge says, “Faith must have ade- 
quate evidence, else it is mere super- 
stition.” 

Some say we don’t get faith by 
prayer, but I think prayer helps very 
much to obtain faith. “Covet earnestly 
the best gifts,” 1 Cor. 12:31. Verse nine 
says that faith is one of the gifts. 
Well, why can’t we seek God for faith 
as well as any other gift? In Luke 
17:5, the apostles said unto the Lord, 
“Increase our faith.” That sounds like 
a prayer for more faith. In Mark 9:24, 
one man cried out while weeping, say- 
ing, “Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief.” The Syriac Version reads, 
“The Father of the child cried out 
while he wept, and said, I believe, aid 
thou the defect of my faith.” This 
man had some faith; he also had some 
unbelief, or a defective faith; yet, he 
got his prayers through. 

I say, don’t wait for a perfect faith 
to pray for your need; you may soon 
quit praying. I’ve prayed through 
many a doubt and much unbelief, and 
got my prayers answered. Praise the 
good Lord. Jude 3 reads, “Earnestly 
contend for the faith that was once 
delivered to the saints.” 

Surely, praying for is one way of 
contending. I believe faith needs feed- 
ing with the promises of God every 
day, and the history of God’s miracles. 
had - ened you do, keep your faith 
in God. 
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The Resurrection 


















odies of the Saints 


By GARY BYRUM, Hickory Grove, South Carolina 


Dear Brother Bright: 

I am enclosing you a manuscript on “The 
Resurrection Bodies of the Saints.” I have 
been reading the Evangel for about 29 years 
and enjoy it very much. 

I hope this article will meet your approval 
and can be published. 


I am sure I cannot give this sub- 
ject justice, but I want to give a few 
scriptures to substantiate the fact of 
the resurrection body. It has become 
very popular to-day for people to 
preach about immortality, but when 
you mention the resurrection of the 
body, that is just some of our fathers’ 
old foggy ideas. 

Some have the idea that the soul of a 
man just wanders about after death, 
and awaits the resurrection of the 
body. Others think that in the analy- 
sis of the seed referred to by Paul, the 
germ in the seed refers to the soul. If 
this be true, then the soul would be 
sleeping with the body, and those who 
have the above idea certainly have 
joined the soul sleepers. For the soul- 
sleeping theory believers I want to 
refer to just a few scriptures. Acts 
7:59, “And they stoned Stephen, call- 
ing upon the Lord, and saying, Jesus 
receive my spirit.” Also Paul’s words 
to the Philippians. Ch. 1:21, 22, 23, 
“For me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this 
is the fruit of my labor: yet what I 
shall choose I know not. For Iam ina 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ which is 
far better.” , 

Does the above sound like soul sleep- 
ing? No, a thousand times no. 

Then there are others that say, “Yes, 
we shall have a body for the soul, but 
we get the body when our soul departs 
from this body, and there is no resur- 
rection of the body that is laid in the 
grave.” They refer to 2 Corinthians 5. 
Now let us see what Paul says in this 
chapter. “For we know that if our 
earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. For in this we groan, 
earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 
with our house which is from heav- 
en. If so be that being clothed we shall 
not be found naked. For we that are in 
this tabernacle do groan, being bur- 
dened: not for that we would be un- 
clothed, but clothed upon, that mor- 
tality might be swallowed up of life,” 
verses 1-4. 

For the first verse let me give you 
a better translation of the Greek: 
“For we know that if our tent house 
here on earth is taken down, we have 
a building from God, a house not made 
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with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
The Greek word really means to strike 
tent; to loose completely. Our tent 
house here on earth, which may be 
taken down at any time, is our earthly 
existence. Its opposite is a building 
from God, a house, or home, not made 
with hands. With God and Christ we 
have a permanent, glorious, infinitely 
blessed existence in heaven. Let the 
one form of life be folded up and put 
away like a tent; we have another 
awaiting us, an everlasting life in a 
great building which is made for us 
by God Himself, in heaven. John 14:2 
tells us that the mansions for this 
existence are already built. ~ 

Now let us notice that “to put on 
ourselves” bars out the view that an 
exchange of bodies is referred to in 
verse one. This earthly body was never 
“put on.” From our conception onward 
we were never without it. The Scrip- 
tures speak of no eternal body that 
our soul puts on when it leaves the 
body of clay. 

What have we here? “When we were 
regenerated we were clothed with the 
garment of Christ’s righteousness. 
Then we shall-not be found destitute 
of the right to heaven.” So, you see, 
the fifth chapter of Second Corin- 
thians is not a resurrection chapter. 
But what we have here is that the 
old earthly life is taken down and 
folded away like a tent, and enters 
its eternal weight of glory. The new 
heavenly life and existence will be 
a garment of glory. 

I believe Christ came to redeem man 
—spirit, soul, and body. Therefore, let 
us turn to Paul’s great resurrection 
chapter, the fifteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians. Here we find the 
resurrection of Jesus as the first fruits 
of them that are asleep. Paul tells the 
Corinthians that if Christ be not 
raised from the dead, their preaching 
is in vain, and they are still in their 
sins. Yes, Jesus was resurrected in the 
same body that was put in the tomb, 
but it was changed from mortal to 
immortal. And our resurrection bodies 
are to be just like His. 

In the 35th verse Paul meets the 
skeptic’s question regarding the con- 
stitution and character of the resur- 
rected bodies, squarely and fully. But 
some one will say, “How are the dead 
raised up? and with what manner of 
body do they come?” 

When Paul answers this question, he 
first removes the ignorant assumption 


- that influences the question; namely, 


that the human body can have only 
one mode or manner of existence—that 
which we see in this life. “Fool, -what 


thou thyself sowest is not quickened 
unless it die.” “Fool!” Does this man 
try to make a joke of the resurrection 
and to turn the laugh upon simple be- 
lievers by stating that the dead body 
will be patched together from the dust 
once more to begin its round of life 
in eating and drinking, digesting and 
eliminating, sleeping and working, be- 
getting and keeping house? This fool 
refutes himself every time he sows 
seed, because he reckons with a dying 


‘which results in a quickening to a 


new and wonderful life. Paul’s analy- 
sis is simple. The analysis is not be- 
tween the germ in the seed and some- 
thing similar to it in our dead and 
buried bodies, for nothing similar to 
this germ is found in our dead bodies. 
The analysis is not between the bulk of 
the seed and the bulk of the dead 
body, so that both bulks act alike, 
for the bulk of the seed decomposes 
and remains decomposed, and only the 
germ shoots up into a plant; while our 
very dead and buried bodies rise from 
the grave and leave nothing behind. 
But in the 38th verse, Paul completes 
his thought: “But God gives it a 
body even as he did will, and to each 
of the seeds its own.” Here Paul is not 
delivering a biological lecture. He is 
constructing a simple analysis which 
all may understand, whether they are 
scientifically biologists or not. Paul 
says God gives it a body, and to each 
seed a body of its own, always the one 
God originally designed for it. 

Great oaks from acorns grow, not 
elms or beeches. In this analysis, seed 
and body go into the ground; new 


living forms result, but with a marve-. 


lous change. Paul says, “Not all (or 
every) kind of flesh is the same flesh, 
but there is one of men, another of 
beasts, another of birds, and another 
of fishes.” So, in the creation God was 
not restricted to one kind of flesh; 
how can He then be restricted in the 
resurrection? The very human body 
we bury rises again, but will be won- 
derfully changed. It may have been 
lame, blind, or with only one leg or 
arm, and a club fist; but not so in the 
resurrection. 

Next, he speaks about bodies celestial 
and bodies terrestrial; yet the glory 
of the celestial is one, while the glory 
of the terrestrial is a different one. 
The bodies that Paul has reference to 
are not bodies which we cannot see, 
but the ones we can see. The celestial 
bodies he refers to are the sun, moon, 
and stars. We see how they shine with 
a light and a radiance that is far above 
every kind of body that is visible to 
us here on earth. Yet, they tell us 
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that materials of which they are made 
are quite the same. Although the 
structure of the earthly bodies is the 
same as the celestial, the appearance 
is very different. Although the sub- 
stance of our human bodies is the 
same, whether they are lying in the 
grave or glorified in the resurrection, 
they are very different in appearance. 

You may say, “But Christ did not 
have a shining appearance when He 
appeared to His disciples.” That is 
true. His appearance was very much 
like that of common man; but He 
had to appear to natural human be- 
ings, and they could not stand to 
look at Him in His full glory. Many 
things He did were to give them un- 
questionable proof of His resurrection. 
His body seemed to be in a transition: 
He ate; He said He had flesh and bone, 
yet He went through solid walls. But 
what about the transfiguration, where 
He gave a foreshadow of Himself glo- 
rified in His kingdom? Matt. 17:2, 
“And his face did shine as the sun, and 
his raiment was white as the light.” 
And when Paul saw Him on the road to 
Damascus, His appearance shined 
above the noonday sun. To John, also, 
on the Isle of Patmos, Rev. 1:16, “And 
his countenance was as the sun shin- 
eth in his strength.” Paul was very 
careful to tell us, in Philippians, that 
our bodies are to be fashioned like un- 
to this glorious body. In verse 43 Paul 
says, “It is sown in corruption; it is 
raised in incorruption; it is sown in 
dishonor; it is raised in glory; it is 
sown in weakness; it is raised in pow- 
er.” It is sown a natural bcdy; it is 
raised a spiritual body. The same body 
that is buried is the same body that is 
raised, but the phrases that describe 
the body are directly opposite when 
it is raised. 

Dr. Walter L. Lingle says, “If it was 
not the same body, then it could not 
be a resurrection of the body.” 

I want to dwell on just two of these 
phrases. “It is buried in weakness.” 
Not enough strength is left to draw 
one breath. Helplessly lies the dead 
body, wholly a prey to nature’s ele- 
ments. At the time of the resurrec- 
tion this identical body appears “in 
power,” filled with the ability to do all 
that its new estate requires. This is not 
power as we know it now in our liv- 
ing bodies, but transcendent power 
beyond all that our minds can now 
conceive. 

Martin Luther says, “It will be so 
light and agile that in an instant it 
can float both here below and above 
in heaven.” 

All that Paul expresses in these six 
phrases he now sums up. He uses the 
Greek word “soma” for “body,” the 
same body which is at one time in a 
condition that it is properly described 
as being merely natural, and again in 
a condition that is quite the opposite; 
namely, spiritual. Man is composed of 
two parts; one is material, and the 
other is immaterial. The latter is desig- 
nated in the Greek in two terms— 
“psuche” and “pneuma.” The “psuche” 
is the immaterial part as it animates 
the material part and makes it alive. 
The “pneuma” is an immaterial part, 
but it is open to impressions from the 
Holy Ghost. Death separates the ma- 
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immaterial, but 
cannot be 


terial from _ the 
“psuche” and “pneuma” 
separated after death. 
In English we use the two terms 
“soul” and “spirit” to designate man’s 
immaterial parts, but soul is not a 
true equivalent for the Greek “psuche,” 
for in Greek it often means only life. 
In fact, the Greek “psuche” lies on a 
far lower level than the English word 
“soul” appears, from the lack of an 
English adjective form which is de- 
rived from “soul” to. match “psuchi- 
kon.” Hence, in translation, we can 
only approximate this Greek adjective 
by substituting natural. So, when the 
immaterial part has been withdrawn 
in death, it is left just a natural body. 
In the resurrection, this natural 
body comes forth completely changed 
into a spiritual body. This does not 
mean that the body is now constituted 
of spirit, for the body is tangible. But 
what do we have in the resurrection? 
The “pneuma,” which is the inner seat 
of the reborn spiritual life, will dom- 
inate the body completely so that all 
of its substance is controlled by the 
“spirit,” and it is so changed and 
exalted as to perfectly respond to this 
control. This does not refer to a sub- 
stituted body which is composed of a 
new substance, such as the ether. Nor 
does the “psuche” perish so that of the 
immaterial part of man only the 





“pneuma” is left. Just as the material 
part will be identical, so also the im- 
material part. 

But the latter will assume a far 
higher type of control, one that is 
spiritually — in every respect. 
Christ speaks of this new condition: 
“In the resurrection they neither mar- 
ry, nor are given in marriage, but are 
as the angels in heaven.” 

The 50th verse says, “Now this I 
say, brethren, That flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither does corruption inherit in- 
corruption.” “Flesh and blood” is just 
another way of saying “natural body.” 
The fact that after death our physical 
substance disintegrates and scatters 
creates no difficulties for God so that 
He could not bring those bodies back 
gloriously transformed. The only dif- 
ficulties are those which are made by 
men’s minds when they associate their 
theory with Christ’s miraculous work- 
ings whereby He is able to subject all 
things unto Himself. Christ knows 
what He will do and how He will pro- 
ceed in restoring this “flesh” after it 
becomes dust; we do not know, and 
can never know, till after the rapture. 

We do not reduce the significant 
verb “to inherit” to the meaning “to 
have.” To be sure, the inheritance is 
given to us, but it is given to us by 











the Testator as heirs according to His 
promise. We have it only according 
to the provisions of that promise. God’s 
testament nowhere contains a clause 
which names flesh and blood as the 
heirs. All men are by nature flesh and 
blood, and only believers are named 
as heirs in the testament. What makes 
believers heirs is not their flesh and 
blood but their regeneration, their 
adoption as children of God. This in- 
cludes the bodies of God’s heirs which 
in this life become temples of the Holy 
Ghost and are sanctified for His in- 
dwelling, which shall be changed from 
mere natural flesh and blood, and be- 
come glorified in the resurrection. 
~Now to the questions about how does 
God transform our bodies, just what 
composes the resurrection and glori- 
fied bodies, and whether babies shall 
remain babies in the resurrection. This 
is something for us to dream about, 
and then our dreams can be like some 
of our night dreams. We dream about a 
— and it turns out to be a wed- 
ing. 

I am sure that those who departed 
this life when babies and in old age 
will be so changed in the resurrection 
that they can enjoy all the glory and 
pleasures of heaven. Christ arose from 
the grave with the marks of the cruci- 
fixion and will have them through all 
eternity as a reminder to us of the 
price of our redemption. I am sure 
our bodies will not lose their personali- 
ties. I think we shall not only know our 
loved ones and those we have known 
as well, but also know the saints of 
past ages, because the disciples knew 
Moses and Elijah on the mount of 
transfiguration, for then we _ shall 
have increased and perfect knowledge. 

Oh, what consolation to know the 
way He will transform us will be best, 
“for he doeth all things well.” 

To be able to enjoy the beauty of 
the streets of pure gold, walls of jasper, 
gates of pearl, and the many mansions 
so highly prized by many, will be in- 
significant in comparison to seeing the 
One who redeemed us by His precious 
blood and a geeny | the perfect fellow- 
ship with all our brothers and sisters 
in the kingdom, all are brothers and 
sisters by the new birth in the kingdom 
of God, and having perfect rest, for 
in this life we have not had perfect 
rest. Now don’t you think it will be 
joy unspeakable and full of glory to 
enjoy the above and be completely 
redeemed, spirit, soul and body, and be 
restored to the complete image of God? 

John says, 1 John 3:2, “Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be, 
but we know that when he shall ap- 
pear we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is.” 

He has many surprises for us that 
are now hidden behind the veil, and 
we cannot understand them until we 
cease to look in an old poorly polished 
metal mirror darkly, but then we shall 
see face to face and know as we have 
been known of God. Then we shall 
fully understand the nt mira- 
cle of Jesus—the changing of the na- 
tural bodies of His living children and 
the resurrection of the dead bodies 
S a saints, to be forever with the 

ord. 
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“The Sound of the “Jrumpete 


By Evangelist JACK DUDLEY, Warrior, Ala. 


In the wilderness, while Moses was 
leading the children out from Egypt, 
God spoke to him and said, “Make 
thee two trumpets of silver; of a 
whole piece shalt thou make them: 
that thou mayest use them for the 
calling of the assembly, and for the 
journeying of the camps.” God had a 
definite purpose in this plan. There 
are three things we shall consider 
from the Scripture: First, the trum- 
pets; second, the trumpeters; and 
third, the sounding of the trumpets. 
If you will note, the trumpets were 
made of silver, which reminds me of 
the word redemption. The trumpet- 
ers were called, cleansed, consecrat- 
ed, commissioned. They could in no- 
wise fulfill this position except quali- 
fied as the above. 

First, we want to notice the 3d 
verse: “And when they shall blow with 
them, all the assembly shall assemble 
themselves to thee at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.” This 
is the invitation to gather at the door. 
Jesus said, “I am the door.” Therefore, 
we have been inviting men to the very 
door ever since this grand old story 
has been known—to come to the door 
—Jesus. ; 

The trumpet sounded over the sacri- 
fice. Verse 10, “.:.ye shall blow with 
the trumpets over your burnt offer- 
ings, and over the sacrifices of your 
peace offerings: that they may be to 
you for a memorial before your God: 
I am the Lord your God.” The trumpet 
was to sound over the sacrifice. Yes, 
let others go the way of the modern- 
ist. Let them say the virgin birth of 
the Lord is a myth. Let them’ say the 
blood is a fantasy. Let them say 
immortality is a fallacy. But, thank 
God, the real, fundamental, be- 
lieving Christian will continue to blow 
the trumpet over the sacrifice. Oh, 
we shall continue to preach old time 
religion in the realities of God’s amaz- 
ing grace and the crucifixion on the 
old cliff of Golgotha. 

The trumpet sounded when Israel 
was to go forward. Verses 5 and 6, 
“When ye blow an alarm, then the 
camps that lie on the east parts shall 
go forward. When ye blow an alarm 
the second time, then the camps that 
lie on the south side shall take their 
journey; they shall blow an alarm for 
their journeys.” There they were, 
every one of them and their wonder- 
ful leader, Moses, all on their way, in 
a weary place, awaiting God’s instruc- 
tions and the CERTAIN sound of 
trumpets. At times they were so tired 
they would pause for a little while, but 
they did not know at what time they 
would have to move forward. The 
Levites were appointed to watch af- 
ter the tabernacle and ministry, and 
this they did. Every person had a task 
to do. The trumpeters had to be ex- 
act to blow as they were advised of 
God. I’ve often imagined that prob- 
ably in some wee hours of the morn- 
ing, though tired and weary, their 
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bodies sore, those Israelites heard the 
trumpets. They knew what each sound 
upon the trumpet meant. Those that 
heard and obeyed the right sound 
always came out safe. They had to 
listen to know and understand. Out 
there in the woods one early morning, 
I imagine the trumpet sounded to 
move on, and though it seemed they 
couldn’t go another step farther, a 
man called his family and said, “The 
trumpet has sounded; we must go.” 
They packed their goods and moved 
forward. God excused none. Regard- 
less of what you have to go on, when 
you hear the trumpet to go forward, 
God said to move on. 

You know, that is exactly what has 
brought the Church of God to where 
it is. Regardless of when, where, or 
how the trumpet sounded, it has 
MOVED FORWARD! Have a vision 
and move; go with what you have, 
regardless of how much you sacrifice. 
If you can’t seemingly make another 
step, go on anyway. That has been 
the motto of the Church of God peo- 


ple. 

The trumpet sounded for conflict. 
This is a warfare, a battle, struggle. 
We wrestle with evil powers. We who 
are ministers must attack these 
things—worldly minded Christians, 
business commitments, Sunday jobs, 
misfortunes, evil influences, and mil- 
lions of other things. We must attack 
them in order that the trumpets can 
continue to blow and sound. Today, 
while we realize the vast expansion of 
the Church, we must realize that 
every victory brings more responsibil- 
ity, and the larger we grow, so grows 
the responsibility and burdens. We 
must keep on sounding the trumpet. 
But we can’t sound the trumpet with- 
out facing the battle. To sound the 
trumpet is itself a challenge to the 
powers of darkness. Some people want 
the crowds to increase, but to men- 
tion knocking out the walls and meet- 


ing the expansion as God intends us 
to, they want to remain in the same 
old hut. Some think the only way we 
need to grow is by boosting larger 
crowds; but then, when the crowds 
come, they don’t have a place to put 
them and care nothing for a place. 

The trumpet sounded for gladness 
of the people. We are happy Chris- 
tians. Yes, happy while the trumpet is 
sounding for the conflict. Happy dur- 
ing the hour the pillar of cloud and 
fire is moving before. At all times hap- 
py though rough may be the going. 
It is especially natural for God’s peo- 
ple to rejoice when the victory has 
been accomplished. There was a time 
a shout couldn’t be heard in the 
camp; the trumpet was sounding for 
another purpose. But then again there 
was a time when the trumpet sound- 
ed for the delight of the people. There 
is a time to be burdened, a time to 
bear the cross, but thank God, there 
comes the moment of the gladness. 
Every time the trumpet blows, thank 
God, His people of His church rally 
forth to meet their adversary with the 
boldness that they have always used 
against the common enemy. As the 
church grows, we must grow with it; 
we must. There is no supposing about 
it. The challenge is here and we must 
meet it. We must gird ourselves with 
renewed faith and go forth. I am a 
young minister of this great church 
that is moving on, but should the Lord 
tarry, I shall try, as a trumpeter 
called, cleansed, consecrated, com- 
missioned, to do my best to continue 
sounding the trumpet of the Church 
of God. I believe in it, although I was 
once of another movement. 

The trumpet sounded for a warning 
to the people. There was a watchman 
on the wall, set there to warn the 
people. If he failed, their blood was on 
his hands. If he blew and they re- 
fused to harken, their blood was upon 
their own heads. What a challenge 
to every minister, every Sunday 
School teacher, to sound the warning! 
The trumpet must sound the warning. 
Tell them what the Church teaches, 


(Continued on page 15) 
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This is Mrs. Ralph Carroll, daughter of Rev. J. A. Muncy. She is a secretary in 
our General Secretary and Treasurer's department. 
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This is the recently overhauled parsonage of the church at Enoree, with 
asbestos siding, new windows, new porches, new roofing, new sheet-rock 
ceiling and oak hardwood floors, together with some changes of the interior. 
This was done at a cost of $2,849.73, the Riverdale Mili Company paying half 


of this amount. 


The Mill Company has also given a:beautiful lot on the main highway in 
Mill Village to build a new church, with a contribution of $15,000. The Enoree 
congregation hopes to begin the erection of this new building sometime in the 
spring of 1951. W. F. Smith is the pastor—John L. Byrd, State Overseer of South 


Carolina. 








LIFE’S CONSUMMATION 
(Continued from page 5) 
pose for a minute that there was only 
one grain of WHEAT in the whole 
world. What armies would be sent to 
guard it, until planting season! Eyes 
would never be off of it. Swords would 
defend it. You have but ONE SOUL. 
It’s a mighty big proposition with you, 
friend.” Which resurrection are you 
preparing to come forth in, the first 
or last, with the righteous unto eternal 
happiness or with the wicked unto 
eternal damnation? What will your 
consummation be? 


THE LORD SENT HIS ANGEL 
AND DELIVERED US 
(Continued from nage 6) 

many wept for joy. Hallelujah! Yes, 
beloved saints, I believe as soon as 
the Lord saves us from the enemy of 
our souls the tears of joy stream down 
our cheeks and we can hardly stop 
them, because of the great joy the 
Spirit imparts to us. Glory to His sweet 
name. Down here the Lord gives us 
just a foretaste of the heavenly joy 
of His salvation, and when we land 
on the other shore there shall be 
great shouting and hallelujah’s. Will 
you be in that number? Yes, it is im- 
portant to save the body from pain 
and death, but it is far more import- 
ant to have your soul and mine de- 
livered from a terrible suffering and 
death. Let us, therefore, praise God 
for the new birth, and may He keep 
us spotless and ready for His soon 
coming. 
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THE RESURRECTION 
(Continued from page 2) 
said His disciples. After several appearances, 
He ascended to the heavenly Father, to His 
God and to my God. Oh, praise the Lord for 
His wonderful gift. 

That was a wonderful morning in Je-usa- 
lem, that first Easter Day! everyone running 
to tell the good news from door to door. 
They had no telephones or radios, no mod- 
ern ways of communication, but they spread 
the news with great joy. They could believe 
in their risen Lord and no Roman law could 
prevent them, and in believing they could 
have eternal life. Had it been some temporal 
thing that the enemy could have destroyed, 
he would have destroyed it long ago; but 
thank God, it is spiritual and cannot be de- 
stroyed and is for everyone who believeth, 
and in believing we have that eternal life. 
He’s soon to come again in a triumphant 
morning when all the dead will come out 
of their graves, and we shall meet Him in 
the air and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 


THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPETS 
(Continued from page 14) 

and if they are like one sister said, 

“T’ll take what I want of the sermon, 

and the rest I’ll let go,” then it is 

off your heart. 

The trumpet sounded before the 
ark of the Lord. The ark was an ob- 
long chest made of acacia wood, over- 
laid with gold. Inside was a pot of 
manna and Aaron’s budded rod (to 
typify he was God’s chosen priest). 
There were the two stones of the law 
given to Moses by God. The ark itself 
typified Christ. The knotted, gnarled 
acacia wood reminds me of the root 
out of a dry ground which Isaiah 
spoke of in his description of Christ. 
The pot of manna typified the “Bread 
of Life.” Aaron’s budded rod was the 





type of the resurrected Christ. When 
the ark was moved out of its place, the 
trumpet sounded, and as the trumpet 
sounded, the messenger ran before 
shouting, “Make way.” The ark was 
coming through. When John the Bap- 
tist stood in the wilderness and spoke, 
he referred to Christ, stating, “Make 
way for him who shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and fire.” Today, 
in these perilous times, while war is 
creeping upon us, we need to herald 
the news as never before, “Make way 
for Him.” I believe the time is here 
as represented by the foolish and 
wise virgins. Scientific research says 
that by 1953 the world will be engaged 
in an atomic war, and that after & 
years they cannot comprehend a 
thing for the world. Surely, a reign 
of righteousness is on its way; but 
this is not the time for it. The Bible 
says that things which were written 
must be fulfilled, and until Christ 
arrives to take over and change the 
entire affair of the earth, sorrow shall 
continue to be known. However, Jesus 
stated, “Let not your heart be troub- 
led.” Thank God, the trumpet will 
sound, calling us to mansions in the 
sky. We can look now with hope for 
that time to come when we shall hear 
the proclamation, “Behold, the bride- 
groom; go ye out to meet him.” Then 
a great trumpet will sound, praise 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first, then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together to 
meet Him in the air. Then shall we 
ever be with the Lord. Praise God, 
I’m listening for the trumpet to 
sound! 





HIS OPINION 


During the Civil War, one day, Jefferson 
Davis wanted a reliable officer for an im- 
portant command. He asked General Robert 
E. Lee what he thought of a certain man 
named Whiting for the post. Lee commended 
him highly. One of the latter's officers was 
much surprised and asked General Lee if he 
knew what derogatory things Whiting had 
been saying about him. 

Lee answered, “I understand that the Presi- 
dent wanted to know my opinion of Whiting, 
not Whiting’s opinion of me.”’—Sunshine 
Magazine. 
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Beginning with this issue of the 
“Evangel,” you will find a bargain in 
this very space each week. You may 
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